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New York Openings This \jeek 


— 


Edmund Wilson's new play as part of ANTA subscription series. hielvyn Douglas, 
Burgess Meredith, Arlene Francis, Martin Gabel and Peter Cookson are featured. Albert 
Marre directed, Limited run through May 5. 


The Little Blue Light-ANTA Playhouse, 4/29/51. Quintus Productions presents 


Digests of Current Reviews - more on back page 


Gramercy Ghost-Morosco, 4/26/51, Local debut of Sarah Churchill was applauded 
by all of the newspaper critics, but only four thought John Cecil Holm's humorous 
ghost story worth while. News, Journel American, ‘/orld Telegram & Sun, and Eagle re- 
viewers mildly praised the lightweight plot. Supporting cast headed by Richard War- 
ing and Robert Sterling plus direction by Reginald Denham was termed by admirers. 

But me jority condemned script, supporting cast and direction as downright dull and 
mechanical. Though Atkinson, Times, and Coleman, Mirror admitted first nighters were 
amused they panned the proceedings, Most wished that Miss Churchill's first Broadway 
try had been happier. and they hope to see her in something better. Several noticed 
that Holm’s plot was based on an interesting idea, but he failed to develop it. Bell, 
Book and Candle was their idea of a more humorous supernatural comedy. 


The Taming of the Shrew-City Center, 4/25/51. Cole Porter, believe it or not, 
rated top honors in daily reviews of Margaret Webster's lively revival of Shakespeare 
comedy, being presented for limited rune Majority thought Porter's Kiss Me Kate book 
and score more interesting than the original. Herald Tribune, News, Mirror, Compass, 
Post, World Telegram & Sun, Bagle and Women's Wear critics recommended slapstick pro- 
duction starring Claire Luce and Ralph Clanton for an interesting, if hardly authen- 
tic, evening, Lunt-Fontanne production 16 years ago was much better, mentioned seve- 
rale Atkinson, Times, admitted most first nighters enjoyed themselves, but he con- 
Sidered it only a noisy, horseplay with scant humor. Garland, Journal American, 
could find little to praise except acting of Mary Martin's son, Larry Hageman. 
Several noted collegiate tendency in young cast. 


Make A Wish-‘/inter Garden, 4/18/51. Weekly reviewers enjoyed Gower Champion's 
two ballets in the Preston Sturges-Arthur Schwattz-Dorothy Fields musical based on. 
Molnar's "The Good Fairy", Nanette Fabray rated top praise for her first starring 
role. But ballet didn't overcome dull score and weak book in opinion of critics of 
Time, Cue, New Yorker and Variety. Abe Burrows, who supposedly revised book, re- 
ceived little praise for his. efforts. Bven Francis, Billboard, who praised show, 
felt it could use 4 few ear catching tunes and sharper lyrics, Newsweek critic found 
it a very tuneful, but hardly distinguished, score. Gibbs, New Yorker, thought it 
had the sorriest collection of musical comedy jokes heard in some time. Time review- 
er noted it only had two weak points -- the music and the book. 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


Quick flop of two straight plays opening in week with two highly publicized musi- 
cals could almost have been predicteds Angels Kiss Me and The Long Days could have 
easily opened in a less hectic week» Their managers forgot that it is the second, 
third and fourth night audiences, even more than the first nighters, that make or 
break a play. ‘ith four shows to choose from, the available first week audience is 
cut to the margin. Producers, angels and cast’ always seem to learn the hard way. 

All this is assuming the shows had been much better than they were, 
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1, NY Times 11, Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 


2. NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street. Journal 22. Commonweal 

3. NY News. . 13, Journal of Commerce = 23.4 Cue 

4, NY Mirror 14, George Jean Nathan 24. Chr.Science Monitor 
5 NY Compass 15. Ward Morehouse 25. Sat. Review Lit. 

6. NY Post 16, Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 

7> NY Journal American 17. Variety 27. Time 

8. World Telegram & Sun 18, Billooard 28, Nation 

Je Brooklyn Fagle 19, Theatre Arts 29. New Republic 

10, Newark News - 20. New Leader 30, New Yorker 


- Shows are: rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he reseamenss the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening, 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-Music Box, 9/25/50.. Prot 2-3-4-5-7-8-13-17-18-27-30, 
Cont 

THE AUTUMN GARDEN-Coronet , 3/1/51 Prot So-So% 22, 

Cont 
BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE-Barrymore, 11/14/50. Prot 23 votes. Cont 2-6-15-17-19-20-22, 
BILLY BUDD-Biltmore, 2/10/51.. Prot 

Cont 

CALL.MB MADAM-Imperial, 10/12/50. Pro: 23 votes: Gon Gon: 18-19-28-29. So-Sot 3. 

None: 16-21, 
THE COUNTRY GIRL-Lyc eum, ues ‘50, Pro Prot 23 votes. Cont 4- 8-14-27-28- 30, Nonet 21, 
DARKNESS AT NOON-Royale, 1/13/51. Prot 16 votes» Cont 1-14-17-19-22-24-26-29; 


$0-S0%. 5-12-13-23. None: 25-286 
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES =Ziegf eld, 12/8/50. Prot 21 votes. Cont 6-28, 
So-Sor 14-18-22-23-27, Nonet 21-25, 
GUYS AND DOLLS-46th StThestre, 11/24/50. Prot 29 29 votes. Cons: 28. 
THE HAPPY TIME-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prot 20 votes» Cont 5-6-15-19-26-27-28-30, 
None: 10-21, 
THE KING AND I-St.James, 3/29/51. Prot 26 votes» Cont 28. None? 19-20-21, 
KISS ME KATE-Shubert, 12/31/48. Prot 27 votes, Cont 29. Nonet 21-28. 
MAKE A WISH-Winter Garden, 4/18/51 Prot 
Gone -6=23-27-306 
THE MOON IS BLUB-Miller, 3/8/51. Prot 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10-1 ~18-20- | 
22=23=26-27-30. Cont 14. 
OUT_OF THIS WORLD-Century, 12/21/50. Prot So-So% 
Cont 
THE ROSE TATTOO-Martin Beck, 2/3/51» Prot 17 votes. Cont 4-6-7-14-19-21-24-25-27, 
So-So8 8 “12-20-22. 
SEASON IN THE SUN-Cort, 9/28/50. Pros 19 votes, Cont 9-11-20-24-28, So-S0% 10, 
None: 7-13-15-16-21, 


SOUTH PACIFIC-Majestic, 4/8/49. 1-2 
Cons 27° So-Sot 
SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY-Booth, 3/14/51. Prot 2=3-4=5-10-12-17-18. Gont 
23-27=28~30, So-So: 1-0, 
A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-Alvin, 4/19/5le Prot 
2- 
TWENTIETH GENTURY-Fulton, Prot 20 votes» Cont 5-24-28.4 


, ' A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' 


MAC ARTHUR BeO«. LESSON...New York MacArthur parade which drew an estimated seven and 
a half million holds important lesson for show business, comments Abel, Variety, 
Give ‘em a good show, with plenty of hoopla and they will come in droves. 


FRY'S INFLUENCE..,Success of Christopher Fry's poetic plays in Lenden and New York 
has moved the verse drama out of the experimental class, surmises “The Stage" 
editorial. For the first time in 300 years audiences are captivated by the 


sheer magic of words. Walter Kerr, Commonweal, agreed in article in Sunday 
Herald Tribune. 


COLUMN TIPS..eThe Pulitzer Prize will go to The Autumn Garden, Winchell hears..,,The 
MacArthurs would like time to visit the theatre, informs Kilgallen...Make A Wish 
anticipating trouble with NY oe dropped wees bit on wax manikins, 
whispers Farrell, 


MAIL ORDER COURTESY,.."News" drama desk received letters complaining that requests 
for tickets to hit shows often aren't answered for a month, and at times go un- 
answered completely. Checks are returned even when three alternate dates are 


gee One had to fight to get money back when show closed before he got 
ckets, 


ENGLISH & AMERICAN.«eNo proof can be found to back up theory that American and Eng- 
lish audiences laugh at different things, insists Nathan, Journal American. Re- 
cent folding of It's About Time after Boston tryout used lame excuse for weak 
play when producers said it was too British, It's the joke, not the nationality, 
that counts. ; 


CRITICS’ GAGS..Kelcey Allen, Women's \iear, told Gardner, Herald Tribune, that he be~ 
come a critic because he was the only one on the paper who owned @ tuxedo, If 
it had been a new one he would have been assigned to the opera, 


BROOKLYN MAKFS GOOD..eJust about every other news item is about a Brooklyn success, 
brags Sheaffer, Fagle. A Tree Grows In Brooklyn playing to limit of standees 
nightly. Brooklyn born A.B. Shriffin's The Willow Tree optioned by Richard 
Krakeure Brooklyn's Daniel Mann called to aid staging of Flahooley. Leon Stein, 
another. local boy, sold Go and Catch a Falling Star. 


JOB TIPseseYoung actors, who don't know where their next part is coming from, would be 
wise to switch to the more secure field of directing, hints Coleman, Mirrorsos 
Billboard recommends Will Kuluva, Darkness At Noon,for some dramatic shows on TV. 


‘BROKERS vs. AGFNTSe..Verbal warfare broke out as renewal time for Theatre Ticket Code 


approaches. New York Ticket Brokers issued 15 page booklet charging ticket par- 
ty agents and subscription clubs with working against best interests of theatre 
and theatre goer. Association of Theatre Benefit Agents denied all charges. 
Brokers went producers to offer them one-third of available tickets before re- 
mainder is sold for party or club use, 


Theatre News Round Up ' 


Shows that closed include The Long Days,.>-The Green Pastures folded after short 
reprieve.,,.ANTA housewarming for. Playhouse received message from President Trumansoe 
Brooks Atkinson's "Once Around the Sun " published May 3 by Harcourt, Brace...Ward 


Morehouse, WréS, filing his column from London for two weekse..ANTA chee series tick- 


ets can be ordered by phone, but must be picked up by 6:00 Phis»sRobin Hull elected 
president of British Critics Circle...Plizabethan Theatre planned at New Shrewsbury» 


MRe & MRS. GILBERT GABRIEL...Cue critic and artist wife have an easy way for two 
creative people to live together, they told ABC Mary Margaret McBride. Each considers 
the other's work wonderful, so there can't be any arguments. Ada, whose work is now 
being shown at the National Association of Women Artists exhibit at the National Aca- 
demy Galleries, will put some of her impressions of first nights on canvas soon, 


PATRICIA MORISONe.sAmerican star now playing in London's Kiss Me Kate believes 
that the musical show has advanced and developed more in the last few years than any 
other form of stage entertainment, she told Stage. The great provincial audience has 
a chance to see the London shows, while most theatre goers outside of New York don't 
get to see the new musicals. This is the main difference between the two countries 
audiences. The result is a higher critical standard and deaper appreciatian ef all 
aspects of the theatre by the British playgoers, 


* Digests of Current Reviews ' 


A Tree Grows In Brooklyn-Alvin, 4/19/51. Shirley Booth, the musical comedienne, 
continues to draw top notices from critics, Newsweek, Cue, New Yorker and Variety 
mentors rated her contribution to the Betty Smith-George Abbott musical tops. Score 
by Arthur Schwartz, lyrics by Dorothy Fiolds, direction by Abbott also highly praised. 
Difference of opinion over merits of supporting cast headed by Johnny Johnston, 
Mercia Van Dyke and Nathaniel Freye Some thought they were weak, while Hobe, Variety, 
nominated them as future stars. Francis, Billboard, and Time critic dissented. For- 
mer doubted if show would be much without Miss Booth. Main fault was that authors 
weren ‘t sure if they were writing a straight play or a musical. Latter critic con- 
sidered it a good enough musical until it turned into a very poor movie. The somber 
parts were much too tedious. ; 


The Long Days-Empire, 4/20/51-4/21/51. Davis Snow's first play folded after 
unanimous panning of daily appraisers. Several found sparke of dramatic talent in 
scenes, but none thought it was a professional job. Atkinson, Times, felt author 
completely missed simply because he was not a good enough artist to handle his mate- 
rial. Cast headed by Frances Starr, Jeffrey Lynn and Neva Patterson were praised for 
valiant efforts by some, while they were panned by others for doing a very poor jobe 
Direction by Edward Ludlum was blamed by several. Bolton, Morning Telegraph, didn't 
find anything original or interesting in this treatment of the "Silver Cord" theme. 
But as long as a producer wants to put on a certain play, nothing can stop hime Ex- 
cept a set of adverse notices. 


Angels Kiss Me-National, 4/17/51-4/18/51. Four more adverse criticisms from 
weekly critics can be added to obit of Scott Michel's play. New Yorker, Cue, Bill- 
board and Variety reviewers could find even less to comment on in play about man who 
married insane girl than their daily colleagues did. Gibbs, New Yorker, explained : 
his two fold principle. Plays that have little to offer except a tendency to un 
reason the critic by 10300 PM, are plays that critics can justifiebly leave before the 
third act. He also owes a certain debt to his dependents to avoid unnecessary wear 
and tear on the body. 


Robert Cummings and Janet Greenwood take over for Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer 
in Bell, Book and Candle on June 2..."Shakespeare Newsletter", monthly publication of 
news @nd notes edited by Dr. Louis Marder, Brooklyn College...Claude Rains, Darkness 
At_Noon, won American Academy of Arts and Letters Medal for Good Speech...Mike Todd 
being sued for more than half a million for unpaid theatrical loans...Theatrical at- 
torney Milton Weir lectured at Yale Law School. 


* Interview Hi-Lights ' . 
‘* Legit Stuff * 


